
  

Peabody West Little League 
Winter 2017 Newsletter 

 
 

Welcome to the Peabody West Little League Quarterly Newsletter; a publication for the PWLL  
community to share information and talk all things baseball. The Newsletter is published quarterly 
and distributed via e-mail and on our Web site. If you have ideas for a story and/or would like to be 
a contributing author, please contact Public Relations/Fundraising Coordinator John Horgan at 
jhorg99@yahoo.com. Thanks for reading!!! 

Preparing for the 2017 Season 
 
The equipment has been safely stored and 
the pitcher mounds are covered to protect 
them from the harsh New England winter, 
but PWLL is already preparing for the 2017 
Spring Season.  
 
Work in the Spring is planned for the infields 
on both the AAA and the Majors fields. 
 
New American flags have been ordered for 
all three fields at Lt. Ross Park. 
 
Our preseason clinic is being planned and 
teams for the 2017 Spring season will be 
formed shortly. If you have not yet registered 
for the 2017 Spring Season, please        
complete the registration form found on our 
Web site and send it in ASAP to take ad-
vantage of the early registration discount.  
 
Opening Day is scheduled for end of April. 
 

 PLAYER REGISTRATION 
 
Player registration for the 2017 
Spring Season is underway!!! 
Register before February 28th to 
receive the early registration     
discount!!! See www.pwll.net for 
more  details and to download the 
2017 Player Registration Form. 

              COACHES CLINIC 
 

THE SHOW BASEBALL & SOFTBALL 
ACADEMY (www.showbba.com) is run-
ning a FREE coaches clinic for PWLL 
on Monday, March 6, 2017, from 6:30 
PM - 8:30 PM at the West Elementary 
School gymnasium in West Peabody. 
 
EVERYONE is welcome, whether you 
are a current PWLL coach or thinking 
about volunteering. This is a great      
opportunity to learn some drills and 
new approaches to be an effective 
coach at the little league level.  
 
If you have ever thought about being 
a little league coach, please take    
advantage of this opportunity to get  
valuable information from the experts 
in a low key and friendly atmosphere. 
 
If you are interested in attending the 
coaches clinic, e-mail John Horgan at 
jhorg99@yahoo.com. 

Calling All Volunteers!!! 
 

PWLL is always looking for volunteers to help 
coach  a team, maintain our fields, help with fund-
raising, organize our end of year BBQ, and many 
other tasks. Volunteering can be a rewarding way 
to give back to our community. If you are already a 
PWLL volunteer, thank you. If you are considering 
becoming a volunteer, please contact anyone on 
the PWLL Board or speak with your players coach. 
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     Preparing our Majors flag to return to PWLL               Our Majors flag flying over Ft. Sill in OK 

New American Flags for the Fields 
 
New American Flags have been purchased for all three fields at Lt. Ross Park for the 2017 Season. 
As we read in the Fall 2016 edition of the PWLL Quarterly newsletter, our fields are named after 1st 
Lt. Robert Leslie Ross, a West Peabody native who graduated from Peabody High School in 1964 
and entered the U.S. Army in 1966. Lt. Ross was killed in action at the age of 22 in Darlac Prov-
ince, Vietnam on August 22, 1968, while serving as a Forward Observer with 2nd Battalion, 35th 
Infantry, 4th Infantry Division; assigned to Battery B, 2nd Battalion, 9th Artillery.  
 
We want to honor Lt. Ross in a special way this season and with HUGE assistance from the 35th 
Infantry Association (see: http://www.cacti35th.org/), we secured commitments to fly an American 
flag in honor of Lt. Ross at Ft. Sill in Oklahoma (where Lt. Ross went thru Officer Candidate School) 
and Schofield Barracks in Hawaii (home of the 35th Infantry).  The American flag for the Majors 
field was flown over Ft. Sill on Wednesday, February 8, 2017, and is en-route back to us. 
 
A story about our American flag at Ft. Sill was published in The Fort Sill Tribune, see:   
http://www.swoknews.com/sites/default/files/cannoneer/02-16-2017.pdf  
 
For pictures of the flag raising ceremony at Ft. Sill in honor of Lt. Ross, check out Ft. Sill’s Face-
book page at: https://www.facebook.com/FiresCenterofExcellence/photos/pb.129815299935.-
2207520000.1487095534./10155042290914936/?type=3&theater 
 
A video of the flag raising can be found at: https://www.facebook.com/FiresCenterofExcellence/
videos/vb.129815299935/10155042218374936/?
type=2&theater 
 
If you are a Facebook user, be sure to “like” the  
pictures and video and let Ft. Sill know PWLL is grateful! 
 
More to follow on the other two flags in the next Newsletter. 
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2016 FALL BALL SEASON RECAP 
 
Once again PWLL had a great 2016 Fall Ball season in each of our divisions. We saw full teams 
and individual players from PWLL, Peabody LL, Saugus, Middleton, Lynnfield, and other surround-
ing cities and towns continue playing baseball well into October, with many games played under 
the lights. Congratulations to all teams and players in each division! If you love baseball and don’t 
want to stop after the Spring Season, check out PWLL’s Fall Ball Season, which typically begins 
late-August. 

THE YEAR WAS 1963…. 
 
Where were you in 1963? Some may have been a toddler in 1963, while others may not yet of been 
born. But 1963 is an important year in the history of PWLL --- it is the year in which PWLL, as an  
organization affiliated with Little League®, was formed. Some fun facts from 1963 are: 
 
 Average cost of a new house in the U.S. was $12,650. 
 Average annual income in the U.S. was $5,807. 
 Average cost of a gallon of gas was $0.29 per gallon. 
 A loaf of bread cost $0.22. 
 The tape cassette was invented. 
 The Flintstones was one of the most popular TV shows. 
 The LA Dodgers swept the NY Yankees in four games to win the World Series. Sandy Koufax 

was the MVP. 
 The National League beat the American League 5-3 in the All-Star Game. Willie Mays was the 

MVP.  The American League Team had the following Red Sox on the roster: Frank Malzone 
(3B); Bill Monbouquette (P); Dick Radatz (P); and Carl Yastrzemski (OF). 

 In the 1963 Little League® World Series, Granada Hills National Little League of Granada 
Hills, CA defeated Stratford Original Little League of Stratford, CT. It was the 17th Little League 
World Series and the first to be televised. 

 
 
A search of local historical records on the formation of PWLL in 1963 did not return any    
results due to an apparent lack of newspaper archives available from that era. If you or any-
one you know has information and/or items on the history of PWLL, please contact John 
Horgan at jhorg99@yahoo.com. We’d love to feature that information in future newsletters 
and connect our past to the present.  
 

 
PWLL coach Rafael Casiano is collecting gently used youth baseball        
equipment that will be sent to the Dominican Republic for use by underprivi-
leged children there. Coach Casiano will make sure all donated equipment gets 
into the hands of deserving young players. Please contact Coach Casiano via         
e-mail at: rcasiano@fenway-group.com or via text at: (617) 308-8495 if you 
have baseball equipment you’d like to donate. Thank you!!! 
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    Did You Know? 

 
There are 108 stiches on a Major 
League baseball. 
 
The question of the origin of base-
ball has been the subject of debate 
for more than a century!!! There 
have been references to a game 
called “Base Ball” dating back to the 
18th Century in America. A 1791 
bylaw in Pittsfield, MA banned the 
playing of “….any Game 
called….Baseball, Batball,….or any 
other Game or Games with 
Balls….” within 80 yards of the town 
meeting house.  
 
The first “modern” World Series was 
played in 1903 between the Boston 
Americans of the then newly estab-
lished American League and the 
Pittsburgh Pirates of the existing 
National League. The series was 
won by Boston 5 games to 3. 
 
Jackie Mitchell, a 17-year-old      
female pitcher for the AA Chatta-
nooga Lookouts, once played the 
New York Yankees in an exhibition 
game in 1931 and struck out Babe 
Ruth and Lou Gehrig in succession. 

 
Coaches Corner 

 
Practice Plan --- Two simple, yet very important 
words for a little league coach. Preparation, in the 
form of a Practice Plan, is critical to having a success-
ful little league team practice. Little League® has 
some great practice plan information on its web site; 
see: http://www.littleleague.org. Some general points 
to keep in mind as you plan your next little league 
practice include: 
 
 A little league team practice should be between     

1-2 hours long. 
 Begin practice on time and end practice on time. 
 Have a written plan to organize your drills and stay 

on point. 
 Be willing to change it if your plan is not working. 
 Have assistant coaches to break the team into 

smaller groups to minimize time players are   
standing around waiting to hit or field. 

 Focus on mastering fundamental skills like       
throwing, fielding, and hitting. Fundamental skill 
drills should be included in every practice.  

 Overtime, introduce advanced drills such as      
rundowns (fielders and base runners), stealing     
bases, turning double plays, etc… 

 Try players at different positions during practice; 
you never know who may develop into an ace 
pitcher or a great short stop during the season. 

 Keep it fun and be supportive of your players.    
Little League baseball is about the kids and 
should be fun for everyone!!! 

                     
 
 

PWLL is looking for Junior     
Umpires (paid) for the 2017 
Spring Season. Junior Umps 
must be at least 13 years old at 
the beginning of the season. 
Contact PWLL VP John       
Federico via the link at 
www.pwll.net if you are          
interested. 

              
 

 Coaches Clinic - March 6th  
 

 Preseason Players Clinic - See Flyer 
 

 Junior Ump Clinics - March and April 
 

 PWLL Discount Day at Dicks Sporting 
Goods - April 1st and 2nd 

 

 Field Day - early April 
 
 PWLL night at N.S. Navigators - TBD 
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Sponsors Section 

 

PWLL is the middle of its sponsorship drive for the 2017 season. If you or some-
one you know would like to be a PWLL sponsor, please contact PR/Fundraising 
Coordinator John Horgan at jhorg99@yahoo.com or complete the following  
sponsorship option form and mail to PWLL at P.O. Box 2086; Peabody, MA 01960. 
     
Thank you for your support!!! 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

  Peabody West Little League  -  P.O. Box 2086  -  Peabody, MA 01960-2086 - www.pwll.net 
2017 Sponsorship Option Form 

Please select your 2017 sponsorship option below and return this form with payment.  
Thank you!!! 

 
Company Name:                  
 
Contact Information:              
 
                    
     
     
  Option 1 – Field Banner      Cost: $500 

Please e-mail company logo and information to: jhorg99@yahoo.com. 
 

   Option 2 – Team Sponsor     Cost: $300 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2017 RED SOX  
YOUTH BASEBALL DAY 

 

PWLL players have an opportunity to 
purchase tickets to the Sunday, May 
14th at 1:35 PM (Mothers Day) Red 
Sox game vs the Tampa Bay Rays. 
Tickets are available from the Red 
Sox for face value: $34 (bleachers) or 
$36 (outfield grandstand). After the 
game children 14 and under will be 
able to run the  bases. Please contact 
PWLL Board Member and Coach Tony 
Larosa by March 12th at 
tlarosa@hotmail.com to buy tickets.  

 
Planning is underway for the field day 
to prepare our fields for the 2017    
season; date is TBD. While the City 
owns the fields and maintains them 
during the season, PWLL is responsi-
ble for getting them in game ready 
condition before the start of the     
season and for any special projects. 
We rely on help from volunteers to 
get this done. If you can help, even 
for an hour, please contact         
Equipment/Fields Coordinator Brett 
Hollins at brettmhollins@aol.com. 
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PEABODY WEST LITTLE LEAGUE IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE REGISTRATION FOR 
THE 2017 PRESEASON BASEBALL CLINIC IS NOW OPEN TO ALL PWLL PLAYERS 
REGISTERED FOR THE 2017 SEASON!!! THE CLINIC WILL FOCUS ON THE FUNDA-
MENTALS OF BASEBALL (HITTING AND FIELDING) WITH PWLL COACHES PROVIDING 
INSTRUCTION IN A SAFE AND FUN ENVIRONMENT. 
 
DATES/TIME:  Saturday, March 25, 2017  4:30 PM – 6:00 PM 
    Saturday, April 1, 2017  4:30 PM – 6:00 PM 
    Saturday, April 8, 2017  4:30 PM – 6:00 PM 
    Saturday, April 15, 2017  4:30 PM – 6:00 PM 
 
LOCATION:  ROUTE 1 SPORTSPLEX  

199 NEWBURY STREET (RTE 1 N), DANVERS, MA 
 

COST:  ONE-TIME FEE OF $40 FOR THE ENTIRE FOUR-WEEK CLINIC 
EACH PLAYER WILL ALSO RECEIVE A PWLL T-SHIRT 

 
WHAT TO BRING:   ALL PLAYERS SHOULD HAVE A BASEBALL GLOVE. BASEBALL HELMETS  

AND BATS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR USE BUT IT’S OK TO BRING YOUR OWN.  
 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS MARCH 11, 2017 
 

SPACE IS LIMITED. ONCE CLINIC IS FULL, A WAITLIST WILL BE STARTED. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: CLINIC PARTICIPANTS MUST BE REGISTERED FOR THE PWLL 2017 SEASON. 
 

FOR INFORMATION ON PWLL VISIT WWW.PWLL.NET 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

PWLL 2017 PRESEASON BASEBALL CLINIC REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Player Name and Address:               
 
                   
 
Telephone Number and E-Mail:             
 
Player Date of Birth:            
 
2017 League Age (see PWLL web site for age chart):         
 
T-Shirt Size (circle one):  Adult:    XL  –  L  –  M  –  S         Youth:     XL  –  L –  M  –  S 

 
Medical Information/Emergency Contact:            

 
Signature of Parent or Legal Guardian:           Date:    
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THE SHOW BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL ACADEMY WILL BE HOSTING A FREE 
COACHES CLINIC FOR PEABODY WEST LITTLE LEAGUE ON MONDAY, MARCH 
6TH FROM 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM AT THE WEST MEMORIAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
GYMNASIUM IN WEST PEABODY. 
 
 
 
 WHEN: MONDAY, MARCH 6TH FROM 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 

 WHERE: WEST MEMORIAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM 
   15 BOW STREET; PEABODY, MA 01960 
 
 COST: FREE 
 
 
 

EVERYONE is welcome and encouraged to attend. Whether you are a 
current PWLL manager, assistant coach, volunteer, or thinking on  
volunteering, this is a great opportunity to learn some drills and      
approaches to being an effective coach at the little league level.  
  
If you have ever thought about being a little league coach, please take 
advantage of this opportunity to get valuable information from the  
experts in a low key and friendly atmosphere. 
  
If you have an interest in attending this coaches clinic, e-mail John 
Horgan at jhorg99@yahoo.com to reserve your spot  
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Pictures from Lt. Ross Fields 

 MAJORS --- RIGHT FIELD FOUL TERRITORY                          BATTING CAGES 

                                                           AAA --- SCOREBOARD 


